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St. Mary’s Helps to Bring Christmas to Haiti  
By eighth-grade student Siena Do  
with special contribution by Johnny McCormick  
and the McCormick Family

W hen winter approaches, so does the 
holiday season. On Christmas, we 
gather with our closest friends and 

family over a bountiful table to celebrate our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, coming into the world 
as a newborn baby. We probably take for 
granted all the wonderful things we have 
during the holidays, from the presents under 
the Christmas tree decorated with ornaments, 
to the delicious food on our tables, to even 
the burning logs in the fireplace and our ugly 
Christmas sweaters! 

We, here in the States, are generally truly 
blessed to have all these things – because that 
is not the case for most adults and children 
around the world. However, thanks to giving 
people like the McCormick Family, some of 
those less fortunate than us can also have the 
opportunity to enjoy the holidays.

The McCormicks are part of Life 
Connection Mission, or LCM. LCM is a 

volunteer-run interdenominational 
Christian organization dedicated to 
providing our impoverished broth-
ers and sisters in Haiti with food 
and a good education. The orga-
nization helps these Haitians by 
giving them medical care, career 
preparation, humanitarian out-
reach, and, above all, evangelizing 
the Word of God. LCM spon-
sors several programs in Haiti, 
including ministry and training 
for pastors and other community 
leaders, food distribution, medi-
cal services, building and agri-
cultural programs, and food for 
the schoolchildren. For more than 
twenty prayer-filled years, Life 
Connection Mission has changed 
for the better the lives of thousands 
of the body of Christ.

The McCormick family – 
mom and dad, Mary and Matt; 
and children Elizabeth, Patrick, 
Megan, Kevin, and John – found 
out about the Life Connection 
Mission from some of their friends 
at St. Patrick’s Parish and School. 
St. Patrick’s School principal, 
Christie Anne Short, is also the 
Executive Director of LCM. The 
McCormicks saw this as a perfect 
opportunity for them, since they 
were already looking for a fam-
ily mission trip around the holi-
days. Since 2015, the family has 
been on four trips to Haiti, plus 
separate trips to El Salvador and 

New Orleans. Each trip lasts, on 
average, five to six days, includ-
ing the travel time to and from 
Haiti from the United States. The 
McCormicks and the other vol-
unteers with LCM give food and 
Christmas gifts to the schoolchil-
dren, and in the mountains, they 
hand out food and donations to 
the people living there. The one 
thing about Haiti that strikes the 
McCormick family the most is not 
the rampant poverty surrounding 
them; instead, it is how joyful 
and kind the people are, despite 
the hardships that they go through 
every day. Their ultimate hope for 
the mission is “To help the kids in 
the community get educated and 
try to have a better life.”

In the two months or so before 
Christmas, the families of St. 
Mary’s School cooperate to fill 
up a huge barrel or two with 
items ranging from soccer balls 
to acetaminophen that get shipped 
to Haiti. This year’s collection 
was no different. The barrels have 
already departed but to find out 
how you can help, go to www.life-
connectionmission.org. And in the 
meantime, while the McCormick 
Family prepares for their trip and 
as we await the birth of our sav-
ior Jesus Christ, let us remem-
ber especially the good people of 
Haiti and the mission of LCM in 
our prayers.
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St. Mary’s School principal Debra Eisel and student Johnny McCormick 
with the Haiti donation collection barrel.

OPT

Some of the ladies of Sodality at St. Mary’s in Rockville model fashions at their annual fashion 
show. This year, the fall fundraiser was on October 13, bringing the women of the parish together 
for fun, fashion and fellowship. 

The fourth and fifth grade students at St. Mary’s in Rockville visited Jamestown and Williamsburg, 
Virginia, on October 18, 2019. It was a beautiful, sunny day and it brought to life the curriculum 
the fifth-grade students were learning in the classroom. Here, some of the students stand in front 
of the Governor’s Palace in Colonial Williamsburg. 
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